
92 Points - Vinous
Bright straw-yellow. Rather wild scents of peach pit, strawberry, lime peel, 
hazelnut and musky lees. Rich and dense on entry, then concentrated and saline 
in the middle palate, with a melting umami quality that reminded me a bit of sake. 
Holds its shape and energy nicely through a subtly long, savory aftertaste. A very 
sophisticated, classically dry, youthful Chardonnay with a bright future.

91 Points – Wine Enthusiast
. . . There’s a lovely balance and texture to the reserved but still full-feeling fruit 
flavors. Toast notes linger on the finish. . .

90 Points – Jeb Dunnuck 
The 2019 Chardonnay is all Chardonnay that was brought up in 40% new French 
oak (with a small amount in concrete) and 50% of the blend going through 
malolactic fermentation. It offers lots of orchard fruits and brioche as well as 
a subtle background oak, medium-bodied richness, and good overall balance. 
It should drink nicely for 3-5 years, if not longer, given its concentration and 
balance.

90 Points – James Suckling
A medium-to full-bodied white with aromas of dried pineapple, apple pie, nutmeg 
and vanilla. Crisp with a richly spiced and toasted finish.
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94 POINTS – DECANTER
Soft and very approachable even after three years, the 2018 Abeja Merlot unveils a silky 
texture and fantastic sense of mouthfeel. Firm tannins hold in place a massive core of 
dark fruit, sweet pipe tobacco and chocolate fudge flavours. Decadent to enjoy now, this 
has another decade or more to go.

93 POINTS – VINOUS
Bright, dark red. Sexy, inviting scents of redcurrant, raspberry, mocha, dried flow-
ers and spicy, nutty oak. Plush, round and sweet but also shapely and firm; a serious 
mouthful of Merlot with noteworthy depth to its flavors of raspberry, plum, mocha and 
earth. With its terrific breadth and supple, sweet tannins, this is an uncommonly so-
phisticated Washington Merlot with plenty of baby fat. It can be enjoyed now with some 
aeration but has the stuffing to last.

92 POINTS – JAMES SUCKLING
A medium-to full-bodied red with aromas of black plum, blueberry, sweet tobacco and 
cedar. Firm, creamy tannins and a plummy, plush texture. Oak spices on the finish.

92 POINTS – WINE ENTHUSIAST  
Editor’s Choice
Reserved raspberry, black currant and mocha aromas are followed by seamless red and 
black fruit flavors. It offers a lot of direct appeal but with plenty of complexity beyond 
that.

90 POINTS – JEB DUNNUCK
Lots of elegant black cherry, mulberry, and darker currant fruits as well as cedary herbs 
define the 2018 Merlot. Medium-bodied, it has an elegant, rather narrow mouthfeel, 
good balance, and polished tannins. It’s nicely balanced and certainly has lots of charm. 
Drink it over the coming decade.




